
The "Dream Plant" as Grown in a Greenhouse Pot.

By Rene Bache

ALONG-PUZZLING mystery of
ancient. Mexico is now being
worked out by scientific ex¬

perts of the United States govern
ment, with the expectation of turning
It to useful and profitable account. It
relates to the "sacred mushroom" of
the Aztecs, revered by them as a
holy plant, and to this day eaten by
some tribes of Mexican Indians in
religious ceremonies.

It is a powerful parcotic, producing
the most fantastic visions, and is re¬
garded by the Indians as a key
which, in the ceremonial, opens to
them all the glories of another and
better world.
The plant grows wild, though not

plentifully, in the valley of the Rio
Grande, in barren and even rocky
soil. But the government experts
have recently undertaken successful¬
ly to raise it under glass in pots; and
the active principle, a hitherto-un¬
known alkaloid, has been separated
from it in the form of white, needle-
Shaped crystals.

In all likelihood this alkaloid.
called "anhalonin,*' after the botanl-

neBB the ceremonial.their represen¬
tations have caused the federal gov¬
ernment to inillct severe penalties
for tin- offence of using or possess¬
ing it.
The government experts, however,

have recentlv made a number of in¬
teresting experiments with the plant.
In one oi there n young chemist was
the -subject." Before going to I 'd
he swallowed tof the "buttons'
(cactus tops i. and then awaited re¬
sults. The first Mens it ion he f«'it was
one of slight nausea. This soon
passed, and, closing his eyes, lie ex-

perjenoed a series of curious optical
impressions. Beautiful designs, more
or less geometrical, in brilliant and
ever-changing colors, floated before
him.

lie swallowed a fourth button, and
thereupon pass- in review a series
of delightful vision:;. His mind, in
the mean tini", remained clear and
active. Stretched 011 his bed, he
watched with utmost pleasure an
ever-changing pnnoiama of inilnlte
beauty and grandeur. To some ex¬
tent he was able to control the vis¬
ions. By tixiiiK his mind on seme-
thins; unpleasant, he summoned into
view myriads of crawling monsters
and multitudes of gruesome forms
with human faces. But, though hor¬
rible enough to frighten anybody un¬
der normal circumstances, these
nightmare phantasms were to him
merely jolly and am using.
There was no distressing subse-

Strange Revelations of an Investigation Conducted
by United States Government Scientists.

Strange Ecstatic Danccs Performed Under the Influence of the Plant Narcotic.
fluent reaction. But experiments with drumming (such as the Indians make and variety of the visions. It is easi-other persons proved, rather curious- when they cat the plant in the cere- ly understood, then, why the ahorigi-!y, that the sound of a monotonous monial) greatly enhances the beauty nal cactus-eater indulges in this per-

Paris'® Latest "Tranis£©rm.ati©inii"
Ai. I HOUGH France is so pro- example of Its persistent fertility In

^ roundly at war it must not be the modes Is furnished by the latest
supposed that Paris has for- "transformation" costume shown In

gotten its fashions. An Interesting these two costumes. The hat is it¬

self ;i combination, having a broad Ing that looks like part of the hodico mademoiselle t.',:.' forth like an
brim that can be removed, hanging olrect ls detached to leave the shoul- evening moth Instead .t a day but-
the afternoon efTeet to an evening
effect. The gauzy shoulder cover-

ders bare. To complete the change terfly.
to a dancing garb the farthingale is to be

The transformation is said
made within a minute's

Complete Afternoon Hat, Shoulder Drapery and Placed Farthingale.
dropped from' beneath the sltlrt and time.

Hat Transformed, Drapery Removed and Farthingale Dropped.

The Mystery Man, with the Aid
of a Few Cactus "Buttons,"
Can Foretell the Future.

fortnnncc tlic group thus engaged
fill tin!? ;i 1! night. with their blankets
drawn about them. and each man
ready to tako his turn with drum and
rattle.
The sensation they experience is

sold io bo one of rcstatic happiness
Their hallncin ionn are supposed by
them to bo a s-ij ernatural grace, by
which they arc permitted ti i:r*s
through the portals of Paradise and
communicate with the gods. Some of
the religious societies among the
Mexican natives look upon the cere¬
monial ;*s a kind of communion, in
which the cactus is eaten as an in¬
carnation of Deity. A popular name by

Drums Used to Stimulate the
Effect of Cactus Dreams.

:al name of the plant.will prove
i*fry useful in medicine. Dr. Lyman
F. Keller, chief of the division of
drugs; in the chemistry bureau at
Washington, is at present conducting
preliminary experiments with it.

Its Virtues as a "Bracer."
For one thing, the narcotic is said

to have a wonderful potency in sub-
duin'4 the unpleasant after-effects of

. over-indulgence in alcohol. It it like¬
ly. therefore, to achieve great popu¬
larity as a "bracer," when, after a

while, it finds its way into the hands
of the apothecary. The ease with
which (as newly ascertained) the
plant may be cultivated under glass
Vould suggest that the cost of the
lrug derived from it ought not to
ae excessive.
Indeed, it has been found that a

tincture made by simply chopping up
the plant and allowing it to soak in
dilute alcohol for a couple of weeks
Is a most serviceable remedy for
nervousness, headache and insomnia.
When chewed (the Indians say) it
Btops the painful coughing of con¬
sumptives.
So far as ascertained, the narcotic

does not affect in any way the intel¬
lectual faculties, even after long and
habitual use. Furthermore, it is re¬
markable in having no Nemesis, In
other words, there is no depressive
or other disagreeable after effect.

It was Mr. W. E. Safford, a botanist
of the government plant bureau,
whose original researches identilic-d
the plant with the "sacred mush¬
room" of the Aztecs. But it is not
a mushroom at all. It is a species of
cactus, somewhat resembling a rad¬
ish in shape, covered with sharp
prickles, and with a button-shaped
top.the latter being all of it that
appears above ground.
The early Spanish missionaries in

Mexico, finding it employed for
vision-producing purposes in the na¬
tive religious ceremonials, naturally
disapproved of the plant. They called
t devil's root," and pronounced the
eating of it a crime not less heinous
than that of eating human flesh.
Even at the present time the buy¬

ing and selling of it is forbidden in
Oklahoma, where the Kiowa Indians
(who formerly dwelt in the Rio
Grande valley) still use the plant in
their religious festivities, obtaining
It from traders. The missionaries
complain of it. and--though none of
them, nor any agency physician, has
tested it or taken the trouble to w-it-

Types of Some of the Sacred
Mushrooms.

which it 13 known i i "fiesli of Hot!'
TllC Jlllillt is belirved tc possetf

not oniy medicinal value, for the cur<»
of man diseases, but also to sustaintiie i:o I; against fatigue. One who
eats it, it is claimed, feels neitherhunger not thirst, hut it gives him
courage to tight, and protects himfrom danger. Nay more. it is evensaid that it uives to the person underits narcotic influence the power topenetrau beyond the harrier thatlimits norma! knowledge, to see into ,the future, and to predict what is
soon to happen.for example, achange of weather, or an attack byan enemy.
The prickly root rs well as the lopcontains the narcotic alkaloid, but,for some reason unexplained, the inn-tons havr <vnn:) ]-' '[\} preference. Inthe dried state they are brown incolor, hard and brittle, but softenquickly in the mouth. They have arather nauseous and bitter taste. The"button" of the growing plant forni3a sort or compact tuft, and at the

proper season bears a flower.
Analytjj o i Wild "Dream-Plant."

Incidentally to the process of "tarn*ing" the wild dream-plant here de¬scribed, with a view to rendering ituseful to mankind, the government:experts have subjected it to athorough analysis. Dr. Kebler ob¬tained front it, by maceration in alco¬hol, a brov.n sirupy liquid which, onbeing taken to pieces by laboratorymethods, yielded not only "anh&lo*nin".the active principle alreadymentioned, which took the form ofbrilliant white, needle-shaped crys¬tals.but also another alkaloid, very
poisonous.
The possible importance of this

newly-discovered alkaloid, "anhalo*
nin," is not to be lightly underrated.
One should remember that tvro of
the most valuable of known medicin¬
al substances, quinine and cocaine,
were made known to modern civiliza¬
tion through a previous acquaintance
with them by Indians who had ascer¬
tained the usefulness of coca leaves
and cinchona bark.the latter as a
remedy for malaria.


